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ARTIST STATEMENT / BIO

‘I come from a long line of farmers and creatives, artists and keepers of the land. | am a landscape artist.
A wife, a mother, an Interior Designer by training and an Artist by choice. Raised a farm girl in rural Alberta,
| am constantly in awe of the sky, the movement, and the light of the landscapes here, which constantly
inspire my work. | love the discovery of each painting | work on, capturing the essence and being able to
bring the beauty of this world to others.

| work in acrylics and love the process of layering, building brush stroke after brush stroke. | am greatly
inspired by God’s creation, by those moments all around me every day that | catch glimpses of: the wind,
the sunlight and the shadows. | am not particular about what landscape | paint, but am always drawn to
the skies, the atmosphere, the light and contrast, and especially love creating a painting that draws you
in. Often my work is mistaken at first glance for a photo, but when you look at the painting | love to leave
visible brushstrokes, evidence of the painter at work. | like to see the paint and the process.

Each painting is a lesson in learning to observe my surroundings and capture the emotion of that place.
| enjoy working quickly, laying shapes and capturing the overall feel of a piece. | try very hard to focus
less on detail and more on emphasis of motion, allowing for a final flourish of brushwork or color to bring
the piece to life.

| am always hoping to build appreciation for the beauty around us; a moment to pause and take something
in, to encourage someone to linger and stay awhile. | hope to trigger a memory, a connection to someone’s
past, or just help others to see the everyday as beautiful, as it is! Getting lost in a moment as if they are
standing in that place, in that exact place that captured my attention.

Being passionate and aware of landscapes from a young age has created an internal need to explore
the act of creating. To figure out how to paint, what to say and why it's important to say it. This creative
exploration and intense learning in a relatively short period of time has forced me to constantly assess my
work and my voice. With a growing desire to pare down my paintings to the essential elements of shape,
light, movement, and depth, | am determined to capture the essence of a moment on canvas.

My goal in painting is to capture a specific moment: a moment that took my breath away or made me pause.
One that feels alive and exciting or peaceful and still; often a study of contrasts. | want to be able to draw the
viewer into this place without overstating details (allowing them to recognize the place relative to their own
lives and stories); this involves a beautiful play of push and pull with the paint: push the clouds back along the
horizon line while pulling forward the upper clouds closer to the viewer. This depth is achieved with glazes
to make something recede, and opaque heavier brushwork to pull portions of the painting closer. Building
proper perspective with line and imagery (sketching and layout) work hand in hand with the glazes to create
the illusion of space. This illusion of space and depth is very important to me as an artist as | want to create
a painting that you can visually enter and be present in.

| get this canvas and this moment to say something that | hope will create an emotional response, a breath,

trigger a memory or take you to a place you can recognize or relate to. Art has an incredible power of
bringing the subject to life and | love to create a slightly exaggerated visual description to emphasize it.”
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